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" . William James, once des- coneern as religion men will tend to ‘ 
as the difference between regarding coalesce and divide, according as the 
there can be other influences not so important) move 
must be. least such is the history of religion, and 
be as many ing different is to ask for what has not 
there are persons. No personal relation- as human knowledge goes, cannot be. 
same as any other. “They all sang 
id a writer, describing a group of soldiers 
a camp-fire, “but they all thought of a It is natural therefore that there should be conversa- : 
different. If there is any truth in religion what they are, on the surface more divided according to 
more clearly than any other, it is that the importance of the topic, it is natural that there should 
have different experiences about the be “ controversy”. Why not ? Better this than to be silent; 
The Thow exists, but the encounter with better to exchange experiences through differences than to 
by different human beings. assume that the experiences do not cxist and that 
shared religious experience between differences are unimportant For out of the differences 
is a kind of conversation. Each tells  scw understandings arise. and new ways to truth often 
the other of what he knows. The conversation ) 
be open or direct: i may speak through silence s between two persons—or various 
or hints of meaning given by many means th as Protestants and Catholics—and 
communication: but any religious experience conducted in a certain manner, no : 
or reflected upon is surely, sooner or later, passec ponviction may be on cither side, and = 
There can hardly be any form of religic thing of importance has happened. 
without this happening. taken place. A third clement has 
its bei ith convictions 
new purifying factor is brought into 
But there are “religions”. That s to conviction is forced to reflect upon : 
people who take part m corporate religious life. third clement created. A conviction _ 
8 ee it stands in a relationship to others. | 
with certam familiar word asc examine itself, clarify its own ¢ex- | 
forms and symbols. it is natural that hat there is as little dross in them as +i 
Mea are not robots. formed to a patter tly to enter into the conversation. 7 
ply the value, but the necessity of 
according a The encounter with the Thow passes 
perplexity that the yw. and the personal cncounter— if “3 
he was believed and acted as within of the al 4 
as he dud. 
grouped 
manner. 
more) Should capital 
peraments a moral issuc, is not the same. 
such men — way. A conversation of a certam 
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If you are holding a Christmas Carol Service this year. 
you will find our cight-page hymn sheet — 


CHRISTMAS 


HYMNS AND CAROLS 


very useful. It contains 28 hymns and carols, among 
them the folowing :-— 
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Christians Awake !; The First Nowell; Silent Night: 
Through the Starry midnight dim; It Came upon the mid- 


night clear; We three Kings of Orient are; O Little Town 
of Bethichem; Long. Long Ago. 


if you do aot know this hyma sheet, send for a spscimen 


10/6 per 108; 5/6 for SB; 3/- for 25 (postage extra) 
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